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99 WAYS TO 
TAKE BACK YOUR CITY
Lessons Learned From the Insur-
gent Practices in the October 17 
Revolution of Lebanon
By Pio Ibrahim
 Amidst the unrests 
and insurgencies in countries 
around the world in 2019, many 
cities witnessed astonishing 
transformations. As spaces 
were being occupied by pro-
testers, their urban form, func-
tion, and identity were being 
fundamentally challenged and 
recreated. This book looks into 
the different ways protesters 
in the Lebanese Revolution of 
October 17 reclaimed parts of 
their cities, what they made 
of them, and everything in be-
tween.
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Cities have the capability 
of providing something for 
everybody, only because, and 
only when, they are created by 
everybody.
Jane Jacobs
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INTRODUCTION
and social systems we are all 
a part of have - in one way or 
another - let us down. That has 
inevitably been translated into 
the cities we inhibit. Not only 
have urban areas been trans-
formed to spaces that do not 
live up to our expectations and 
dreams, but they can’t seem to 
help us meet our basic needs.
Unfortunately, the situation 
nowadays has become some-
what difficult on many urban 
dwellers. Difficult enough that 
a global wave of protests be-
came something quite foresee-
able and long anticipated. We 
witnessed a foretaste of that 
in recent history with the Arab 
Spring and other uprisings 
and demonstrations. But you 
could say that 2019 was the 
year many citizens worldwide 
decided they were done deal-
 So, you just grabbed 
this red book with a catchy 
title and here you are reading 
through this sentence. Great! 
At least now I know I have got-
ten your attention. If that’s the 
case, then I’m assuming that 
the theme of this book must 
have meant something to you 
in one way or another.
With any luck, you probably 
care about cities. I do too. 
Maybe you’ve also had some 
thoughts and visions of these 
spaces that you go about daily. 
Wishing they could have been 
different and better. I know I 
have plenty of these dreams.
The fact of the matter is, for a 
while now, many people world-
wide have been facing a lot of 
stark hardships and challenges. 
The current economic, political, 
ing with all the nonsense and 
injustice. Slogans similar to the 
iconic 2001 Argentinian pro-
tests’ “Que se vayan todos” – 
“they must all go” – sprung up 
everywhere. Demonstrators ev-
erywhere were just done with 
all the ruling class and would 
not accept one replacing an-
other.
A couple of protests in places 
like Hong Kong and Algeria in 
the spring instantly rippled at 
a significant rate by the fall of 
that year. From Latin America, 
to the Middle East, Africa, Asia, 
and even Europe, streets all 
over the world were witness-
ing massive crowds expressing 
their frustrations at the status 
quo. These movements unfold-
ed at an unprecedented rate 
and magnitude that Jackson 
Diehl of The Washington Post 
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ments. And, taking a deeper 
look into the intimate role of 
urban spaces for social and po-
litical activities (especially by 
grassroot social movements); 
while also exploring how these 
spaces facilitated or frustrated 
these movements and political 
practices. 
However, I didn’t want to trap 
myself in long academic man-
uscripts that would probably 
never be read by anyone be-
sides my professors. From 
early on, I intended to have my 
work made useful to the count-
less other movements across 
the world that are on the rise. I 
thought of putting something 
together to aid and inspire 
struggling communities to step 
up and take action. Thus, this 
idea of making a guidebook 
from all that I’ve collected on 
benefited from their former 
grip on the city. Nevertheless, 
the protesters were successful 
in dodging many bullets - of-
tentimes literally -  and making 
several advances. Many great 
things came out of all this, but 
let’s not forget that things did 
get ugly as well.
It was all too fascinating. Espe-
cially, for a young urban plan-
ning graduate student who 
feels inspired by the writings 
of Jane Jacobs and theories of 
insurgent planning. I found it 
interesting and necessary that 
people, myself included, would 
come to know and see these 
protests from a more urban 
lens. Focusing less on the caus-
es of the revolution and more 
on how it was played out, per-
formed, and facilitated through 
space and spatial arrange-
tions, which we will call recla-
mations, witnessed significant 
transformations. The identity 
and function that these places 
once had now shifted to serve 
those who newly inhabited 
them - the protesters. Wheth-
er intentionally or not, these re-
claimed parts of the cities gave 
birth to something novel.
I’m not just talking about the 
built environment’s trans-
formation, but the spirit and 
livelihoods of the people en-
countering these areas as well. 
Taciturn and transient spaces 
suddenly started bustling with 
art, discussions, and acts of 
kindness. Surely, these changes 
didn’t happen overnight, with-
out any resistance, or without 
any incentive. Nevertheless, 
they happened and happened 
in many parts of the world. Cit-
described 2019 as “the year of 
the street protester”. If you’ve 
lived through it, you would 
have thought the world simply 
set itself on fire.
Though each of these protests 
happened at a national level, it 
came without surprise that the 
majority of them took place in 
major cities. After all, as some-
one, somewhere, at some 
point, probably said: “the city 
is where it all happens”. Indeed, 
in these urban fabrics that tie 
in a plethora of people, the 
idea that their collective frus-
trations would burst out seems 
somewhat more inescapable.
In the demonstrations wit-
nessed worldwide, public 
squares, roads, landmarks, and 
other spaces in urban contexts 
were occupied. These occupa-
ies were reclaimed and trans-
formed into something new.
One example of these transfor-
mations was in my home coun-
try, Lebanon. Starting October 
17, 2019, I watched as Lebanese 
protesters started occupying 
different parts of various cities 
across the country. They were 
reclaiming what had been sto-
len, hidden, or locked away 
from them. Within only a cou-
ple of days, I witnessed the 
conversion of long neglected, 
abandoned, and deteriorating 
spaces into something beauti-
ful. You will get to see more of 
that in the coming pages.
Surely, taking back their city 
was not a simple or an un-
contested project. Protesters 
were met with much opposi-
tion from stakeholders who 
the Lebanese Revolution came 
into fruition.
This guidebook explores the 
Lebanese Revolution of Octo-
ber 17 from an urban lens and 
lists down 99 ways protesters 
were capable of taking back 
their cities. I believe that by 
doing so, the book shares with 
other movements many sig-
nificant ideas and experiences 
from the insurgent practices 
in Lebanon; all whilst paying 
homage to the Revolution.
These 99 ways to take back 
your city are divided into 21 
themes or chapters that fall 
into three main parts. Some 
context is given beforehand 
to help readers better under-
stand the situation then and 
there. Part I looks into the early 
stages of the revolution where 
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make a difference. To have that 
kind of outreach, I needed to 
make this publication speak di-
rectly to these people. Hence, 
why I set my pages up to be 
more conversational in spirit 
and with plenty of visuals. I just 
didn’t want this book to end up 
as a dry and lengthy academic 
scroll.
So, if you’re wondering about 
the tone and the writing 
style that I’m using, don’t be 
“shooketh”. It’s a little bit infor-
mal, or as the kids these days 
like to call it: “Chill”. There’s 
plenty of slang every now and 
then, and when it’s appropriate, 
a bit of humor as well. Even 
though there are some pretty 
serious themes, I thought to 
communicate most of my find-
ings in a lighter ambiance and 
with an amusing spirit.
people were just beginning to 
take the streets, come togeth-
er, and express themselves. 
Part II explores how protesters 
reclaimed spaces and labored 
to transform them into some-
thing beautiful, thus creating 
alternative lives throughout the 
process. Lastly, Part III captures 
some of the challenges and 
hardships faced by protesters, 
the strategies and decisions 
taken to try and overcome 
them, and a small inspiring 
chapter towards the end. 
As eluded to earlier, I planned 
for this publication to have a 
broader audience and resonate 
with people from many walks 
of life. Particularly the youth 
and the visionaries out there 
who might find that this book 
will ignite something within 
them to step out there and 
That being said, I know you’re 
excited to dig into the 99 
Ways to Take Back Your City. 
I wouldn’t hold you back much 
longer.
Yalla, Enjoy!
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SOME CONTEXT
Resting by the Mediterranean 
Sea and at the foot of Mount 
Lebanon, Beirut, the capital 
and largest city of Lebanon is 
in and of itself a microcosm of 
the state. The metro area of 
the city is about 67 km2 (26 
sq mi) and home to more than 
two million people, roughly a 
third of the country’s estimat-
ed population (Salibi 2020). 
After World War II, the city 
“experienced a renaissance of 
sorts” that turned it into a cos-
mopolitan metropolis popular 
among tourists and the afflu-
ent (Zeveloff 2014). Too popu-
lar, it was nicknamed the “Paris 
of the Middle East”. 
Unfortunately, a civil war 
caused much divide and de-
struction, leaving the city 
ripped in half. Today, three de-
cades after the end of the war, 
 Before jumping into 
anything, I thought it would 
be quite helpful to share some 
information that will help you 
understand things better.
First things first, the title of the 
book talks about taking back 
your cities. Truth be told, my 
research concerns what takes 
place in a bunch of different 
cities in Lebanon. Whilst the 
majority of the data collected 
happens to be from Beirut, a 
few other Lebanese cities are 
referenced. Given that all these 
cities were to some extent un-
dergoing similar transformations 
I thought it best to have some of 
their protesters’ journeys high-
lighted in this publication. Nev-
ertheless, the bulk of the docu-
mentation revolves around Bei-
rut which will be considered the 
primary case study in this book.
the city is still slowly healing 
and making peace with the 
ghosts of its past. However, as 
with the rest of the country, it 
has fallen victim to the politi-
cal establishment that has for 
decades now exploited and 
abused the urban area and 
its inhabitants. The Lebanese 
Revolution of October 17, 2019 
came at a time when the city 
- and country - were facing 
unprecedented economic chal-
lenges. Nevertheless the revo-
lution has helped pave the way 
for better for reconciliation.
Now, as you may or may not 
know, this revolution and the 
other similar events that oc-
curred across the world were 
not originally planned with the 
intent of people taking back 
their cities. These protests 
started because of a plethora 
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I want you to keep in mind that 
it is challenging to provide a 
wholesome and complete con-
text for Lebanon in a couple of 
brief paragraphs. So, if you find 
the next few passages a little 
too concise, watered-down, 
straight forward, and/or with-
out a lot of supporting docu-
ments; I apologize. If you wish 
to know more about the coun-
try and get a clearer sense of 
things, I suggest you check out 
A History of Modern Lebanon 
by Fawwaz Traboulsi or Leba-
non in Modern Times by A. J. 
Abraham. Two books that have 
been very helpful for me to 
understand the history of my 
own country and also in writing 
these couple of passages.
Lebanon is a relatively small 
state in the Middle East, situ-
ated to the east of the Medi-
of struggles and challenges; 
and their agendas are perhaps 
broader than city boundar-
ies. But that is not to say that 
all these matters don’t trickle 
down into the urban scale.
In Lebanon, the protests were 
triggered by a series of planned 
taxes on gasoline, tobacco, and 
WhatsApp (Sullivan, Wright, & 
Ferguson 2019). It was mainly 
the tax on the popular mes-
saging app that immediately 
enraged the masses and kicked 
off the large wave of protests 
across the nation. But things 
aren’t that simple. This wasn’t 
a revolt over some tax, and I 
guess giving some more con-
text over the “not so modern” 
history of Lebanon will help 
you understand the situation a 
bit more clearly.
terranean, and with a rich and 
ancient history. In 1920, after 
the first World War and the 
defeat of the Ottoman Empire, 
the French Mandate over Leb-
anon and Syria established the 
State of Greater Lebanon. In 
1943, as the Lebanese Repub-
lic claimed independence, the 
French Mandate came to an 
end. Lebanon enjoyed some 
form of economic prosperity 
from then on out. However, 
unresolved colonial traces and 
and the Cedar Revolution; the 
Syrian Army, the latter of the 
occupants, officially withdrew 
from Lebanese territory. With 
no foreign military presence, 
the remaining former warlords 
from the civil war returned and 
conjured new coalitions. For 
about fifteen years now, these 
“disputing” coalitions have co-
operatively shared power, lead-
ing to the economic disaster 
Lebanon faces today. Fifteen 
years of incompetence, negli-
gence, corruption, lack of plan-
ning, absence of accountability, 
and barely any transparency 
led to the state having one of 
the highest debt to GDP ratios 
in the world, among a sea of 
problems of course. (Jones 
2020).
For years now, the ruling elite 
in Lebanon have been inca-
ongoing foreign interventions 
in the Middle East led the re-
gion to unfortunate tensions. 
Coupled with an ethnically and 
religiously diverse population, 
ample contention grew among 
the Lebanese. Different fac-
tions within the country sought 
contending agendas which 
desolately led to the Lebanese 
Civil War that lasted between 
1975 and 1990. Weakened by 
the deepened sectarian divide, 
the country was susceptible to 
several military occupations af-
ter the war from the states of 
Israel and Syria. Since then, a 
majority of the political parties 
and militias lost much influence 
and power.
In 2005, after a series of as-
sassinations (mainly that of 
then Prime minister Rafik 
Hariri), international pressure, 
pable of putting forward any 
substantial changes that would 
reverse the economic situation 
that the country was heading 
towards. Some of the many 
problems the government and 
its predecessors have failed to 
address include - but are defi-
nitely not limited to - rising un-
employment, brain drain, elec-
tricity and water shortages, 
high levels of pollution, an al-
most purely consumerist econ-
omy, and of course corruption. 
For many Lebanese, the situ-
ation had become unbearable.
In 2015, a national trash cri-
sis triggered a series of pro-
tests led mainly by Lebanon’s 
emerging civil society (Taylor 
2015). These movements gen-
erally attracted non-sectari-
an and non-partisan factions 
of the community. The fail-
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extinguishing equipment, ir-
reparable damage to the eco-
system was inescapable. The 
WhatsApp Tax introduced a 
few days later was simply the 
straw that broke the camel’s 
back.
Now if you’ve been to Leb-
anon or knew much about it, 
you’d be surprised that a state 
with such a decent standard 
of education and civility would 
have allowed itself to reach this 
point. You’d expect a lot more. 
Unfortunately, the warlords 
and their political parties ex-
ploit the population’s diverse 
confessional makeup and cre-
ate a toxic sectarian system 
that even though claims to 
be representing all factions, in 
reality just serves the political 
elite who manipulate it to their 
advantage.
ing government then prom-
ised to initiate reforms and 
have parliamentary elections 
which were long overdue (last 
held in 2009). However, a well 
thought-out sectarian electoral 
law passed by the parliament 
crushed the chances civil so-
ciety movements had of win-
ning a substantial number of 
seats in the parliament (Arnous 
2018).
With roughly the same political 
fabric in parliament, the gov-
ernment ran almost similarly 
to its predecessors. Situation 
reached a new low towards 
the latter half of 2019. A couple 
of days before the announce-
ment of the WhatsApp Tax, 
fires consumed large forest 
areas of the country and since 
the government had failed to 
pay for the maintenance of the 
The revolution has been on-
going since October 17, 2019. 
As I write this sentence, the 
Covid-19 pandemic has defi-
nitely halted much of the 
revolution’s momentum and 
presence in the state. Never-
theless, even as the nation is 
in a state of quarantine, pro-
tests are still happening. And, 
though the revolution has not 
yet have been successful in 
toppling down the ruling elite 
and transforming the entire 
political system for the better, 
it has had many great effects 
and outcomes. Many of which 
you’ll come across in the com-
ing few pages.
I guess I’ve said enough for 
now. With all that information, 
I think you should be good 
to go. So, from the insurgent 
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practices in the October 17 
Revolution of Lebanon, here 
are 99 ways for you to take 
back your city.
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STRUCTURE
3 PARTS
21 CHAPTERS
99 WAYS TO
TAKE BACK 
YOUR CITY
Protest is when I say this does not 
please me. Resistance is when I 
ensure what does not please me 
occurs no more.COME ON OUT
This part looks into the early stages of the revolution where people were just beginning to take 
the streets, come together, and express themselves.
Ulrike Meinhof
Protest is when I say this does not 
please me. Resistance is when I 
ensure what does not please me 
occurs no more.  
This part looks into the early stages of the revolution where people were just beginning to take 
the streets, come together, and express themselves.
Ulrike Meinhof
Protest is when I say this does not 
pleas  me. Resistance is when I
ensure what do  not pl ase me 
occurs n  more.COME ON OUT
This part looks into the early stages of the revolution where people were just beginning to take 
the streets, come together, and express themselves.
Ulrike Meinhof
THE STREETS
ولزن لاي
Chapter 1
Yalla Nzalo
Common Get Down
2.
LITERALLY JUST
GET OUT THERE
RECOGNIZE YOU
ARE NOT ALONE
As thousands of protesters started stepping out 
into the streets, there was nothing more reassur-
ing to them than recognizing that they are not 
alone. People from every corner of the country 
and from different walks of life got to witness 
how in one way or another,  they were all victims 
of the same system. 
Indeed, when the situation has gotten this bad, 
the first thing anyone should think about is just 
getting out there. Might have been a little over-
whelming at first, but once the straw had broken 
the camel’s back, it was inevitable that many 
would decide to just take to the streets. That’s 
exactly what happened on October 17, 2019.
1.
Lebanese Saying
Photograph
Description
Quote
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COME ON OUT
This part looks into the early stages of the revolution where people were just beginning to take 
the streets, come together, and express themselves.
Our lives begin to end the day we 
become silent about 
things that matter.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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THE STREETS
Chapter 1
ولزن لاي
Yalla Nzalo
Common Get Down
17 18
2.
LITERALLY JUST
GET OUT THERE
RECOGNIZE YOU
ARE NOT ALONE
As thousands of protesters started stepping out 
into the streets, there was nothing more reassur-
ing to them than recognizing that they are not 
alone. People from every corner of the country 
and from different walks of life got to witness 
how in one way or another,  they were all victims 
of the same system. 
Indeed, when the situation has gotten this bad, 
the first thing anyone should think about is just 
getting out there. Might have been a little over-
whelming at first, but once the straw had broken 
the camel’s back, it was inevitable that many 
would decide to just take to the streets. That’s 
exactly what happened on October 17, 2019.
1.
2019
START EXPRESSING 
YOUR FRUSTRATIONS
3.
Whether its anger, despair, fatigue or any other 
emotion, now is your chance to express yourself. 
This can take many forms. Some will shout, oth-
ers will bang on walls, and a couple of protesters 
will invoke their inner Jokers. The Joaquin Phoe-
nix version of course.
THERE REALLY SHOULDN’T 
BE A REASON WHY YOU 
CAN’T MAKE IT
4.
Worried about missing out on work, getting that 
tan, or puffing Argileh with the squad. Well, you 
shouldn’t be. The streets are wide and open to 
accommodate for many of those activities and 
more that you have to get done. So you or your 
friends really don’t have much of an excuse now 
to not make it.
21 22
GET LOUD OR
Chapter 2
يوش شي نكلوخصر
Sarkhoulkon Shi Shway
Shout A Little
23 24
SAY HELLO TO THE 
HELA HELA HO
5.
The “Hela Hela Ho” chant became iconic from 
the earliest days of the revolution. It was origi-
nally intended to cuss a certain politician. Being 
quite inappropriate, the chant was modified to 
become more docile and have different alter-
ations. It spread like wildfire and almost every 
protest shouted the Hela Ho. You could say it is 
somewhat of a crowd-pleaser.
BUT ALSO TO THE 
KILLON YA3NE KILLON
6.
The slogan “Killon Ya3ne Killon” translates to “All 
Means All”. It came out of the people’s frustra-
tion with the Lebanese oligarchy in government. 
Even though all the ruling political parties were 
complicit in the failure of the state, they all tried 
to evade taking the blame by shifting it to others. 
This short and striking phrase became indispens-
able from the revolution. It served as a constant 
reminder to many who were former support-
ers of these parties that they are all guilty and 
should be held accountable.
25 26
GET SOME 
HASHTAGS TRENDING
7.
In the age of social media and the rush to get 
things trending, hashtags not only became a 
means for exposure but also a statement. With 
every hashtag a thread was created to allow 
people to share their own thoughts and expe-
riences. Events would inspire slogans, and slo-
gans would turn into hashtags. These would in 
turn proliferate all over social media as many 
people share then in support of the revolution.
MAKE SOME PRETTY 
NIFTY POSTERS
8.
Is it even a protest if people didn’t take the 
streets with humorous banners? We’re not 
talking about any protesters at this point. These 
folks are Lebanese and they’re known for their 
humor, wit, and touch of sass. These are just a 
few of the crazy posters that were out there. Do 
check the other ones out.
27 28
BACK UP
Chapter 3
نكعم ةطوبلا وبيج
Jibo L Bouta Ma3kon
Bring The Squad With You
29 30
GET THOSE
PROFESSIONALS
INVOLVED
9.
Regardless of your background or profession, ev-
eryone’s invited - heck needed - at the protests. 
Doctors, nurses, lawyers, farmers, veterans, liter-
ally everyone. Not only is their presence uplifting, 
but also symbolic in many ways. Showing the 
gravity of the circumstances and the need for 
everyone to express their struggles as well.
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
DON’T EVEN NEED AN 
INVITATION
10.
You heard it. Youth have been at the center of 
revolutions everywhere. And, you really don’t 
need to think twice about asking them to join 
in because they’ll probably be there before you. 
Protests in Lebanon saw the collaboration of 
countless student organizations that were vital 
to many of the marches and events that took 
place.
3231
LET’S NOT PRETEND 
THE SCHOOL KIDS 
WOULDN’T ENJOY A 
DAY OR TWO OFF
11.
Only a few days after the revolution had started, 
students from different regions across Lebanon 
took the decision to stop attending their classes 
and start protesting outside their schools. You‘d 
think these students did it all for the fun of it 
or even for the “gram”. Fortunately, that wasn’t 
the case. The youth were keen on articulating 
their understanding of the gravity of the situa-
tion and their concern about their future in their 
own county. 
HECK, BRING OUT 
THEM ANIMALS TOO
12.
When we said everyone on the streets, we meant 
literally everyone. That includes your little – or 
not so little – companions. What better way to 
encourage protesters, particularly animal rights 
activist to join the revolution than hitting the 
streets with your favorite pets, be it dogs, cats, 
or even horses. These are just some photos from 
an Instagram account of dogs with funny and 
cute banners that were part of the revolution. 
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MIGHT AS WELL BRING 
THE KIDS AND HAVE 
THEM BE A PART OF IT
13.
Parents bringing their kids out to the streets is 
not an unusual act in the Lebanese Protest Cul-
ture. Teens and little children have always been 
caught in countless marches, protests, and rev-
olutions. This time was no different. However, 
there were plenty more ways for them to enjoy 
themselves this time around and even contrib-
ute to the revolution by helping out and learning 
about what’s happening.
THERE WILL ALWAYS 
BE SOMEONE TO SING 
BABY SHARK TO THEM
14.
Who said protesters blocking roads has to be a 
scary act? It could be fun and entertaining. Es-
pecially for this mother and her child who were 
trapped on the streets during the demonstra-
tions. Luckily, a group of protesters started sing-
ing “Baby Shark” to ease the toddler’s fears. This 
act of kindness sort of made major headlines. 
*cough* CNN *cough*
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BEYOND BORDERS
Chapter 4
نكلاح وصرحت ام
Ma To7sro 7alkon
Don’t Limit Yourselves
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MOBILIZE YOUR 
DIASPORA ALL OVER 
THE WORLD
15.
As soon as the protests started, many Leba-
nese all over the world stood in solidarity with 
those back home and decided to take a flight 
back to be with their brothers and sisters and 
support the revolution. A few Influential figures 
living abroad started posting Online to encour-
age their fellow expatriates to come back as 
well. Within days, the airport was flooding with 
returnees who couldn’t hold their excitement as 
they chanted the national anthem even as they 
waited for customs control.
AND CREATE A NETWORK 
OF SUPPORTERS ABROAD 
16.
For the ones who couldn’t make it back, a strong 
network of Lebanese expatriates and diaspora 
came together in a matter of days.
Who said protestors blocking down roads has 
to be a scary act? It could be fun and entertain-
ing. Especially for this mother and her child who 
were trapped on the streets during the demon-
strations. Luckily, a group of protestors started 
singing “Baby Shark” to ease the toddler’s fear. 
This act of kindness sort of made major head-
lines.
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THROW MASSIVE 
PROTESTS IN ALMOST 
EVERY MAJOR CITY 
AROUND THE WORLD
17.
The Lebanese diaspora is so widespread that 
you’ll probably find at least a couple Lebanese 
in every major city around the world. And, it only 
took a few days after the revolution broke out 
for these Lebanese abroad to come together 
and protest in solidarity with those back home. 
Major cities across every region of the world 
witnessed these protests. Several of which hap-
pened for multiple or even consecutive days. 
AND DO NOT FORGET 
TO SEND YOUR MOM A 
MESSAGE WHILE 
YOU’RE AT IT
18.
As it was back in Lebanon, humor remained to 
be a vital part of the protests’ identity. To the left, 
you’ll see a student in Paris holding up a ban-
ner asking his mother to send him some Zaatar 
(a Lebanese culinary herb). If you’ve ever had 
Zaatar, you’d know why we can’t shame him for 
this act.
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MAKE HISTORY
Chapter 5
اوشيعت نكيف ،ليعم
Ma3le, Fikon T3ishouwa
It’s Okay, You Can Live It Up
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HOW ABOUT A
HUMAN CHAIN 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY
19.
On October 27, 2019, more than 180,000 Leba-
nese came together to create a human chain that 
traversed the coastal highway from the north to 
the south of Lebanon. The chain was meant to 
further foster and consolidate the sense of unity 
the revolution had achieved between the Leba-
nese population that is quite diverse.
OR MAYBE RELIGIOUS 
FIGURES MARCHING 
HAND IN HAND
20.
To a nation somewhat deeply divided along sec-
tarian lines and that has not yet fully healed itself 
from a civil war that occurred not so long ago, 
this photo of religious figures that represent a 
couple different denominations was powerful. It 
sent a strong message of love, unity, and com-
passion to many Lebanese who were sickened 
by the divisions the political establishment had 
exploited and abused for their personal gain.
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GIVE THE REVOLUTION 
SOME UNFORGETTABLE 
ICONS & SYMBOLS
21.
The rising fist with “Revolution” written on it was 
erected in the earliest days of the revolution. It 
shortly became the symbol of the revolution as 
protesters in other cities started raising similar 
structures.  The Phoenix on the other hand has 
long been an icon of Beirut and the country. Its 
symbolism as creature that resists death by ris-
ing from the ashes was interestingly adopted by 
the artists who installed this art piece. You see, it 
was actually made from the remains of the tents 
that were destroyed during a raid against the 
protests.
AND KEEP YOUR 
MEME GAME STRONG
22.
lebanesememes
theartofboo
bloggerwanabe
overheard_beirut
sarcasmbeirut
Vlogs, memes, and other social media posts 
gave the revolution its much needed humor. 
Many influential bloggers and comedians made 
the revolution their subject as they started shar-
ing a ton of epic content related to the protests. 
Not only did this give the revolution a joyful spirit 
but helped it become “trendy” across the globe. 
For those who don’t know what a meme is, it’s a 
humorous image, video, piece of text, etc., that 
is copied and spread rapidly by Internet users. 
Vlogs are simply video blogs.
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THERE SHOULDN’T BE 
A LIMIT TO WHERE YOU 
COULD PROTEST
23.
Whether they’re on a plane, or jumping off of it, 
underwater, or on it, Lebanese started express-
ing their support for the revolution in any way 
possible. And, they definitely made sure every-
one got to see it. These photos to the right are 
just some of the many posted by some profes-
sionals holding out the Lebanese flag to show 
their solidarity. 
NOR TO WHAT YOU 
COULD DO AT A 
PROTEST. THINK PARTY!
24.
What is something Lebanon is well-known for? 
Its nightlife. And, the protests surely couldn’t 
take that away from the people. As streets and 
public squares turned into dance floors, many 
who couldn’t afford or wouldn’t have thought 
of going to lavish clubs suddenly found them-
selves in mind-blowing concerts, parties, and 
even raves. Multiple artists and DJs took the 
stage and ensured those protesters had a hell 
of a good time. 
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OR GO HOME
Chapter 6
 كبلأ نم ايطع
3tiya Min Albak/Albik
Give It Your All
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NOW THAT’S 
A LOT OF PEOPLE
25.
What started out as only a couple hundred of 
people soon enough grew to a protest of mil-
lions. In this photo alone, it was estimated that 
about a million people were in Beirut’s protests 
that day. That’s just in one city. Might not be a 
big number, but that’s about a quarter of the 
Lebanese in Lebanon. This sure was one of the 
biggest marches in the nation’s history.
AND IT’S NOT
ALL IN ONE PLACE
26.
Not everyone had the means or the luxury to 
travel to the capital daily, and even if they did, 
the government placed checkpoints to try and 
hinder them. This led protesters to revolt in dif-
ferent places throughout the state, mainly in the 
major cities and towns. This map visualizes the 
protests that took place simultaneously in the 
earliest days of the revolution.
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NOR IN ONE COUNTRY
27.
A map showing the different protests that took 
place in different parts of the world that were or-
ganized by the Lebanese diaspora and expatriates.
Many who couldn’t make it to the streets stood 
on their balconies, smiled, waved, beat pans, 
cheered, and even threw rice and flowers.
AND EVEN THOSE AT HOME 
SHOWED THEIR SUPPORT
28.
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RECREATE 
THE CITY
Designing a dream city is easy; 
rebuilding a living one 
takes imagination.
This part explores how protesters reclaimed spaces and labored 
to transform them into something beautiful, thus creating alter-
native lives throughout the process.
Jane Jacobs
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TRANSFORM
Chapter 7
 نكتيب تيبلا
Al Beit Beitkon
Make Yourself At Home
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29.
TAKE THE STREETS AND 
MAKE THEM YOUR HOME
As the revolution went from days to weeks, re-
sourceful protestors claimed major intersections 
in the cities by bringing in couches, mattresses 
and even fridges from their own homes, clearly 
saying, to whoever’s betting on them to forget 
and move on: we’re here to stay. As highways 
got furnished, the streets transformed from tran-
sient lanes to cozy hangout spots.
30.
LIKE LITERALLY, YOU 
CAN JUST MOVE THERE
Tents in the middle of the street are a sign of 
resistance, perseverance and determination to 
achieve the protestors’ goals. Specific camping 
sites were erected for the brave folks who decid-
ed to send a strong message about the severity 
of the matter.
6261
31.
TAKE OVER SOME 
ICONIC BUILDINGS
Many astonishing pieces of architecture that 
were once symbols of the golden pre-war era 
in Lebanon, were unattended for, forgotten, and 
locked away from the public. These buildings 
scattered around the city, ridden with bullet 
holes, and left there to age and decay, were sud-
denly resurrected with the revolution. As pro-
testers occupied them, these structures became 
iconic attractions and hubs central to revolution.
32.
TRANSFORM THEM INTO 
SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL
Red, White and Green brought life back to these 
deserted masterpieces as artists turned them 
into their canvases. The sound of orators and the 
cheers of protesters filled the halls of those once 
empty structures. What belonged to no one was 
suddenly everyone’s. Abandoned malls, theaters, 
churches, and many more buildings were trans-
formed overnight to host seminars, discussions, 
acts, parties, and a whole lot more of activities.
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FROM THE LAVISH
BACK TO THE HUMBLE...
33.
When hundreds of thousands reclaimed the city 
the street vendors returned to serve them. Bringing 
back the traditional name of the district, Al Balad.
GET THOSE BUSINESSES
ROLLING ON THE 
STREETS
34.
Downtown Beirut, full of designer boutiques and 
high end restaurants, looks like no place for a 
protest of the masses. The ruling elite made sure 
that every parcel of the district was occupied 
by luxury buildings rented at exorbitant prices, 
essentially blocking out the middle and lower 
classes. It only took a couple of days to see the 
city center transform and open up to invite peo-
ple of all backgrounds to get entrepreneurial. 
Vendors were everywhere selling local and tra-
ditional snacks, fruit cocktails, the essential cup 
of Lebanese coffee. You had barbers, libraries, 
and many other initiatives take up space as well.
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RAID THOSE PUBLIC 
SPACES THEY STOLE
35.
Privatized (read stolen) spaces in Lebanon are 
a recurring and unfortunate issue. An example 
would be the iconic Saint George Bay, a public 
beach now turned into the glamorous Zaitunay 
Bay, private yacht dock with high end restau-
rants and limited accessibility - to those who 
can’t afford it of course. The protesters were 
keen to show however that these spaces be-
long to them. On a bright sunny day, people of 
all walks decided to raid the bay and show that 
Lebanese hospitality, generosity, and culinary 
skills! Labne, Manakish, fresh veggies, olives and 
pita bread; traditional and modest elements of a 
Lebanese breakfast were all devoured that day.
36.
DON’T FORGET ABOUT 
THOSE PUBLIC SQUARES
Nour Square in Tripoli showed how public squares 
became the epicenter of demonstrations, transform-
ing themselves to host a multitude of activities.
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37.
OH AND HERE ARE 
SOME ALTERNATIVES 
TO GETTING AROUND
With an underdeveloped transportation infra-
structure, different communities in the country 
rely on different informal transportation sys-
tems. The revolution capitalized on this reality 
but also offered alternatives for protester to 
move around. To the right you could see what 
the city looks like with less cars taking up the 
roads as people walked and biked to the demon-
strations. Also, new bus systems and horseback 
back riding options were made available as well. 
38.
FINALLY, BE SURE 
TO MAP IT ALL OUT
Need a guide to experience all the Thawra hotspots? Don’t 
you worry. Plenty of maps were made to help visitors nav-
igate through it all. Some more niche than others...
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EXPRESS
Chapter 8
 وننفت
Tfannano
Get Artsy
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39.
THE STREET IS 
WHERE IT’S AT.
In the revolution, art becomes the primary lan-
guage of communication. You’ll find it in every 
corner of the city. On every sidewalk, intersec-
tion, square, abandoned building, and even the 
very walls they’ll put up to try and separate the 
people. Artists simply blessed the world with 
their powerful expressions. Thank you.
40.
BUT YOU COULD FIND IT 
ALL ON INSTAGRAM TOO
thawra_artists
Whereas physical art can be taken down or 
destroyed, a digital copy of it can be eternal-
ly preserved to be admired forever. Through 
different accounts for the revolution’s artwork 
many pieces were shared across social media 
platforms, Thawra Artists on Instagram being 
the most prominent of them. These platforms 
helped many underexposed artists get a chance 
to show off their talent.
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41.
ART HAPPENING 
BEYOND THE CANVAS
Satirical installations started popping out, from 
an oversized and overflowing garbage bin with 
a graduation cap coming out of it, to passports 
with rejection stamps, these public art interven-
tions resonated with many Lebanese. They all 
simply alluded to the many difficulties citizens 
have to overcome on a daily basis just by virtue 
of being Lebanese.
42.
AND ART HAPPENING IN 
FRONT OF A CANVAS.
Art is not just limited to graphics. Here are some 
folks performing art in front of some art.
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43.
WHO DOESN’T
LOVE A GOOD SHOW
What happens when you put together perform-
ing artists, a lot of emotions, and public spaces? 
You get some pretty amazing acts, musical per-
formances, and contemporary choreographies. 
Think of all that anger, sadness, disappointment 
all channeled to create art that gives hope. 
That’s what the streets of Beirut were filled with.
44.
ESPECIALLY WITH SUCH 
POWERFUL MESSAGES
Artists were also able to show the world their 
views of what Lebanon should and can be. Here’s 
a powerful shot of a man symbolizing sectarian-
ism. If you can’t tell, he’s showing how the revo-
lution is putting an end to this nasty reality of a 
confessional system we have to live with.
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45.
KEEP THAT REVOLUTION 
PLAYLIST ON REPEAT
Demonstrations are not only about shouts and 
slogans, there’s a lot of music too. From the clas-
sic revolutionary songs to those spontaneous 
catchy and adaptable ones, music is an integral 
part of the revolution, just as it is an integral ele-
ment of the Lebanese culture. The Thawra (Rev-
olution) Playlist even became a hit on some mu-
sic streaming platforms. Here are some of the 
songs on it.
46.
AND THOSE MIND-BLOWING 
PERFORMANCES ROLLING
Why not get a string quartet on the street? 
An unusual but very welcome sight to grace 
the streets of Beirut.
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EMPOWER
Chapter 9
 ليغش مك نكلوملعت
T3alamoulkon Kam Shaghle
Learn A Thing Or Two
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47.
THIS IS A REVOLUTION 
OF THE MIND
bedna.na3ref
madanetwork
bel.mersad
All that’s been said earlier is beautiful, but alone 
it’s not enough. There’s a painfully long list of 
why the Lebanese chose to revolt and without 
properly going through it all and understand-
ing it, not much progress can happen. That’s 
why it’s been so important for this revolution to 
help bring all these things to light. Great think-
ers, experts, academics, community organizers, 
civil society leaders and many more notable 
figures were taking the opportunity to discuss 
important topics in our communities and raise 
awareness about pressing issues and concerns. 
Multiple accounts were set up to assist in this 
process.
48.
lihaqqi
legal.agenda
PUBLIC DISCUSSIONS AS 
PUBLIC AS IT CAN GET
Getting together people from all backgrounds 
under one tent or in an abandoned building is 
not something you see happening quite often in 
Lebanon. During the protests, professors, jour-
nalists, activists, and many more, came together 
to help explain to people why and how we got 
to where we are. Conversations were engaging 
and everyone was sharing their thoughts and 
visions of the future. There were some debates 
being streamed live, and for the first time in 
modern Lebanese history, decisions and plans 
were discussed and made by the common peo-
ple rather than the ruling elite.
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IS A WOMAN
Chapter 10
 ةيوسن ةروثلا يديه
Hayde El Thawra Nasawiye
This Revolution Is Feminist
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WOMEN WILL BE ON 
THE FRONT LINES
49.
The Lebanese constitution grants women and 
men equal rights. It sounds nice but the reality is 
far from perfect. Plenty of laws and regulations 
shaped by community beliefs and traditions 
have held women back from fundamental basic 
rights and opportunities. Nevertheless, wom-
en became an integral part of the revolution, 
so much so that the quote “the revolution is a 
woman” became another iconic slogan. As they 
seized the opportunity to stand up and revolt 
against the injustices they face, they made sure 
their voices were heard loud and clear.
LITERALLY.
50.
Women continuously chose to bravely form human barriers so as to separate 
armed forces from frustrated protesters, essentially just keeping the protests 
as peaceful as possible and calling out any violent or improper behavior.
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51.
THEIR ACTIONS
WILL BE ICONIC
Women cared for every single member of the army the same way 
they would care for their brothers, fathers, and sons. They offered 
them flowers, food, water, and of course the warmest hugs.
TOO ICONIC, THEY’LL 
BECOME THE SYMBOL 
OF THE REVOLUTION
52.
Landing that Kung Fu kick right where it hurts 
was just what that politician’s bodyguard need-
ed when he was  unrightfully shooting directly at 
protesters. That kick became a hit and the photo 
of it will forever be remembered. As a side note, 
the lady who delivered it actually got married a 
few days later in the middle of the protests.
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53.
THEIR UNITY WILL 
MAKE HISTORY
When protesters were challenged by religious and political con-
flicts, it was mothers and sisters that brought unity and stopped 
another civil war from happening.
54.
AND THE PATRIARCHY 
WILL BE WELL SHAKEN
A beautiful photo from a women’s march with a 
banner saying they’re going out to bring down the 
patriarchy, sectarianism, racism, and capitalism.
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MARGINALIZED
VOICES
Chapter 11
 شيمته انصلخ
Khlosna Tihmish
We’re Done With Marginalization
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55.
STAND BY THOSE 
WHOSE RIGHTS HAVE 
BEEN DENIED
While some citizens blindly followed inhumane 
political parties and their agendas, many pro-
testers revealed the true meaning of humani-
ty. Hundreds marched and stood by those less 
fortunate and disadvantaged in Lebanon. From 
domestic workers, to refugees, and even those 
with disabilities. Many whose voices have been 
muted were once again remembered and stood 
with.
AND THOSE WHO 
HAVE LONG BEEN 
PERSECUTED
56.
The Revolution fought against the violence, dis-
crimination, and hatred that many minorities 
face in Lebanon. Being an integral part of the 
revolution, the LGBTQ+ community made sure 
they too were heard, understood, and respect-
ed. LGBTQ+ protesters, alongside many who 
stood in solidarity with them, marched for their 
rights to be recognized. And, in a society where 
speaking about sex is a taboo, people were keen 
on informing others about sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and how Love is Love.
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LOVE 
Chapter 12
 ضعب وبح
7ibo Ba3d
Love Each Other
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GIVE. GIVE. GIVE.
57.
One of the most beautiful things to come out 
of the revolution was the power of communi-
ty and charity seen through these great acts of 
kindness. From clothes to food and many other 
things, people were supporting one another like 
never before. Heartwarming.
MIGHT AS WELL BE 
ORGANIZED ABOUT IT 
AND GO ONLINE
58.
matbakhelbalad
muwatinlebnene
yalla.sawa
dafacampaign
These acts were also very well organized. Char-
ities and organizations used all the means pos-
sible to ensure that aid was well distributed in 
these harsh times to those in need. Here are just 
some organizations on Instagram that helped 
out throughout the revolution.
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TRANSFORM SOMEONES 
LIFE. COMPLETELY.
59.
Among the thousands of pictures of the revolu-
tion that circulated on all social media platforms, 
a particular photo profoundly touched the pub-
lic and encouraged a group of Lebanese Med-
ics to take action. That was the photograph of 
a protester with an amputated leg, Mohamed El 
Zo’by. Zo’by was helping clean the streets of the 
city of Tripoli when the photo was taken. Doc-
tor Raed Lattouf, who owns a clinic for cosmetic 
and implant dentistry, posted the picture on his 
Facebook page with the caption: “If this young 
man wants, and accepts, and allows me, I would 
like for me to take care of installing a prosthetic 
for him, I am ready for this duty.”
DON’T FORGET TO GIVE 
OR GET THAT FREE HUG
60.
This might sound silly, but sometimes all you 
need is a hug. Luckily, many great folks were 
out there giving some free hugs to anyone who 
needed them.
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ENVIRONMENT
Chapter 13
 ايلع وظفاح ،نكضرأ ياه
Hay Ardkon, 7afzo 3leya
This Is Your Land, Look After It
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CLEAN UP, RECYCLE,
AND MAYBE EVEN MAKE 
SOME ART OUT OF IT
61.
Many protesters took it upon themselves to en-
sure the streets were clean. It’s believed that 
more garbage was sorted and recycled by pro-
testers than by  the government throughout 
these days. Also, titled “Revolution is a Woman”, 
a figure of a woman waving a Lebanese flag was 
meticulously sculpted out of water bottles, cans 
and even shisha plastic tips collected from the 
protest sites in Beirut. Pierre Abboud, a Leba-
nese artist and interior designer living in Dubai, 
said that he flew all the way back to his home 
country to build this sculpture after witnessing 
the strength of the Lebanese women who have 
been crucial aspects of the revolution since Oc-
tober.
PROTEST AGAINST 
ECOLOGICAL DISASTERS
Protesters demanding the end of a project that’s 
not well planned and is set to destroy the Bisri Val-
ley, a beautiful natural reserve in Lebanon.
62.
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CELEBRATE IT
Chapter 14
 اوعلو
Wal3ouwa
Turn Up
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FIRST THINGS FIRST,
YALLA LET’S DABKE!
63.
Nothing can make a diverse group of Lebanese people 
work hand in hand more than their traditional Levantine folk 
dance, the Dabke. It sure is one heck of a party starter.
WEDDING VENUE?
SOLVED.
64.
A few couples took the streets to celebrate their weddings as 
they seized the great opportunity to celebrate their vows in ex-
traordinary ways.
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CONCERTS, RAVES, 
PARTIES, AND MORE
65.
Local DJs and artists volunteered to perform in public 
squares all over the country. From relatively conservative 
cities to Beirut, the party capital, Lebanon was Lit.
WITH PLENTY OF 
MERCH OF COURSE
66.
Street merchants seized the opportunity to set up booths in 
every corner. Their merchandise helped people grow in unity 
under one flag and show their support to the revolution.
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67.
“Lebanese mark their very own Independence 
Day across the nation” was the front-page ti-
tle of Annahar on November 22, 2019. While 
President Michel Aoun, Speaker Nabih Berri, 
and resigned Prime Minister Saad Hariri along 
with other bureaucrats attended a small Inde-
pendence Day parade at the Defense Ministry 
in Yarze, protesters in the revolution organized 
their very own parade in Downtown Beirut. The 
parade involved a nationwide level civil march 
that united people from all backgrounds in-
cluding teachers, doctors, engineers, lawyers, 
mothers, fathers, students, and many more. This 
parade was truly a historic moment marking 
Lebanon’s 76th Independence Day on the 37th 
day of the October 17 Revolution.
68.
On the 23rd of December 2019, Martyrs Square, 
the protests’ hub, turned into a haven of peace, 
hospitality and solidarity. Thousands of citizens 
from underprivileged backgrounds, were invited 
to attend this joyful Christmas feast. Volunteers 
from all ages helped in organizing the event; 
sorting colorful flowers in glass bottles, setting 
up dinner tables, and decorating with lighting 
candles. While some were helping with the dec-
orations, others were providing food and drinks. 
“We are experiencing the true Christmas spir-
it”, said a volunteer as she prepared dinner for 
people from all different religious backgrounds 
wishing to celebrate.
MAKE YOUR OWN 
HISTORIC PARADES
AND COMMON CHRISTMAS 
DINNERS FOR EVERYONE 
TO COME TOGETHER
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THIS PART GETS
PRETTY SERIOUS.
This part captures some of the challenges and hardships the revolution faced, some of the strategies and decisions taken 
to try and overcome them, and a small inspiring chapter in the end.
Protest is when I say this does not 
please me. Resistance is when I 
ensure what does not please me 
occurs no more.
Ulrike Meinhof
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ORGANIZING
Chapter 15
 حينم نوه وزكر
Rakzo Hon Mni7
Pay Close Attnetion Here
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THE REVOLUTION 
IS LEADERLESS
69.
One of the key aspects of the Lebanese revo-
lution was the fact that it started and remained 
leaderless. The Revolution didn’t assign any 
leaders to guide it, and was refusing any kind 
of representation. Now, of course, there is a 
good amount of activists from different back-
grounds, but it was really humanitarian values 
and common sense that fundamentally led this 
revolution. Protesters knew very well that once a 
leader is assigned, the political parties will even-
tually find their way to attack the “front-runner” 
on different levels, consequently trying their 
best to weaken the revolution. People were also 
conscious of making sure political parties don’t 
try to ride the waves of the revolution and steer 
things to their advantage.
BUT KEEP A FEW TABS 
ON SOME KEY PLAYERS
ginoraidy
polleksandra
el_3ama
lucien_bourjeily
gilbertdoumit
dimasadekoffical
70.
Social media had a huge influence on launch-
ing and maintaining the revolution. Many activ-
ists from different backgrounds used different 
Online platforms to engage with protesters and 
contribute to the revolution. From bringing up 
facts about corruption in the country, to inform-
ing others about their rights, and even docu-
menting live what was happening on the ground 
to encourage others to come out. Many of those 
activists, got attacked physically, fell victim to 
cyberbullying, and even got called in for ques-
tioning by the government. Gladly, they all stood 
strong and are still active till today.
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daleelthawra
SOCIAL MEDIA IS YOUR 
NEW SOURCE OF MEDIA
megaphonenews
fawramedia
lebanonuprising
lebanontimes
71.
Given that the majority of the protesters were 
young adults, social media was the main medi-
um used to get information communicated to 
everyone. It was easily accessible by anyone, 
anywhere, and at any time. Many accounts rose 
into popularity as they spoke without any bias 
unlike the media outlets in Lebanon that are 
owned by different political entities. These ac-
counts were “fresh” and spoke to younger folks 
in their own language. All sorts of information 
about the protests from where and when things 
were happening, to what to expect, and how 
to prepare for any clashes was communicated 
through a multitude of accounts.
AND DON’T WORRY, 
MAPS AND GUIDES WILL 
BE PROVIDED
72.
Different maps were created during the revolu-
tion, some of them highlighted where the pro-
tests are taking place, others highlighted the 
main governmental organizations to be watched 
or raided. On the other hand, protesters were 
advised to keep offline maps with them, just in 
case something went wrong and they had to 
know how to escape from one hub to another. 
These were mainly due to the fear of attacks or-
ganized by political parties or a possible Inter-
net shutdown by the government as an attempt 
to try and put an end to the protests.  
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DIRTY LAUNDRY
Chapter 16
 نووحضف نكيف ام دأ
2ad Ma Fikon Fda7ouwon
Expose Them As Much As Possible
123 124
CALL THEM OUT
ONE BY ONE
73.
Every politician or person in power who had failed to fulfill their re-
sponsibilities was called out. No one was exempt. They had all failed 
their people and it was judgment time.
AND MAKE ACCOUNTS 
TO EXPOSE AND 
TRACK THEM DOWN
lebanon.corruption.facts
thawraecon
thawramap74.
There was no better way to expose the former 
governments and whoever was working with 
them than by creating all these accounts and 
flooding the Internet with all their corruption 
files. On all social media platforms, these ac-
counts exposed all the fraudulent, incompetent, 
and mismanaged work of former politicians and 
their crews. An account was also made to help 
protesters keep track of politicians, their assets, 
and where protests where happening.
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MIGHT AS WELL JUST 
SHAME THEM ON LIVE 
TV INTERNATIONALLY
75.
One of the most noteworthy incidents that hap-
pened during the revolution was the interview 
between former Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Emigrants, Gebran Bassil and Hadley Gamble 
in the World Economic Forum in Davos.  Bas-
sil was no longer a Minister at that point and 
many Lebanese were enraged about him rep-
resenting the country. Luckily, their frustrations 
reached Gamble who took it upon herself to 
mess around maybe just a little with Bassil on 
live television. Let’s just say that session was so 
intense, it made it to an adult site.
OR MAYBE EVEN KICK 
THEM OUT OF SOME 
PUBLIC PLACES
76.
One amusing trend that started happening 
during the revolution, was protesters kicking out 
politicians from public gatherings and restau-
rants. Many ministers and members of parlia-
ment found themselves publicly shamed by riots 
in different events. One of the most scandalous 
incidents, was perhaps, former minister Siniora 
leaving a Christmas concert at the Assembly 
Hall in the American University of Beirut, after 
people started shouting “thawra, thawra” which 
translates to “revolution, revolution”.
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WHERE IT HURTS
Chapter 17
 نويف وزوكنت نيو و فيك وفرع
3rafo Kif W Wein Tnakiwzo Fiyon
Know Where And How To Pick On Them
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BE SURE TO HIJACK THEM
CORRUPT INSTITUTIONS
77.
Another phenomenon that became quite recur-
rent throughout the revolution was demonstra-
tions in front of public institutions that have a 
long history of incompetence and corruption. 
On countless occasions protesters would block 
entry into these places. There were also times 
when protesters raided these buildings and 
confronted certain employees. These actions 
were very bold.
CALL OUT THEIR 
FRAUDULENT BANKING 
SYSTEM & ECONOMY
78.
“Yaskot, Yaskot 7ikm L Masrif” became one 
of the most popular chants in the revolution. 
Protesters shouting down with the rule of the 
banking system was quite anticipated. Not only 
were banks withholding people’s accounts and 
not allowing them to withdraw much money at 
all, they also played a critical role in leading the 
state to the economic collapse that it was wit-
nessing. From the Central Bank to the smaller 
ones privately owned by politically affiliated in-
dividuals, all were targeted by protesters. ATMs, 
storefronts, and many other properties were de-
stroyed on countless occasions.
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BREAK INTO THEIR 
PRIVATE MEETINGS
79.
Protesters even took it upon themselves to walk 
into private meetings that certain governmental 
figures were holding. They confronted them and 
exposed them right away. These photos were of 
some individuals who “invited” themselves to a 
meeting where the former Minister of Telecom-
munications was making decisions that clearly 
were not in the people’s best interests.
AND TRY TO STOP 
THEM FROM HOLDING 
DETRIMENTAL SESSIONS
80.
On countless occasions, government officials 
would try to congregate to progress their own 
agenda. Many times, these meetings would have 
incentives that were against the protests’ de-
mands and detrimental to the livelihoods of citi-
zens in general. That’s why protesters constant-
ly took the streets and tried hard to limit these 
meetings from taking place. In some occasions 
these acts were successful but unfortunately 
there were times when they weren’t.
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SOME HAVOC
Chapter 18
 هدياز ياوش تبرخ اذإ ةطيسب
Basita Iza Khirbit Shway Zyide
It’s Okay If It Gets A Little More Crazy
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CLOSE DOWN A 
COUPLE ROADS
81.
OR BREAK A
COUPLE THINGS
82.
Try your best to be peaceful, but don’t expect everyone to be turn-
ing the other cheek.
Protesters will close down roads in whatever 
way they find necessary. It might be by throwing 
in a Yoga class in the middle of the street, bring-
ing out their furniture, or even tossing around a 
couple of trash bins. If it gets to it, a bonfire with 
gang is also a great idea!
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SOMETIMES YOU GOTTA 
THROW YOUR TRASH 
WHERE IT BELONGS
83.
Just some protesters casually throwing garbage 
in front of politicians’ houses. This came as a 
statement and an expression of their frustration 
with the government’s persistence to constantly 
fail its citizens. Protesters called out politicians 
and government officials for the extreme cor-
ruption and negligence in how they handled 
the waste management projects in Lebanon. 
You could say they decided to give them a 
small taste of what it feels like to live with trash 
around you.
OH AND THINGS 
WILL BURN
84.
“We burnt tires for the wildfires destroying our natural reserves! We 
burnt tires for the corrupted system and their regulations! We burnt 
tires for our children and their futures! We burnt tires for our future!”
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RESISTANCE
Chapter 19
 ةبعل اّنم ةصقلا ،نكلبا وريد
Diro Belkon, El Kosa Manna La3be
Take Care, This Isn’t A Game
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85.
KNOW THEIR
STRATEGIES
It is worth noting that at some point in the rev-
olution you just have to anticipate the opposing 
team’s strategies against you and act according-
ly. This means learning about how to deal with 
teargas, rubber bullets, water tanks, and much 
more. The methods that the government would 
use to try and hold back the revolution become 
redundant. Luckily, the protesters were insight-
ful and found ways to move forward.
GEAR UP!
86.
You read it right. The streets will get messy and 
you need to make sure you’ve got the right tools 
with you. Masks, helmets, shields, and even a 
tennis racket. And, these are just some of the 
many things you might want to have with you. 
Luckily plenty of guides were sent out to pro-
testers to let them know what to bring with 
them and where to find them. Your Thawra gear 
is not something you wanna take lightly. Espe-
cially that teargas canister that you could turn 
into a drinking glass. Bottoms up!
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87.
LEARN TO HOLD THE 
LINE NO MATTER WHAT
Rain or shine, hold that line. You’ll try your best 
to make it peaceful, but it won’t always look so 
pretty. Sometimes you’ll be paid a visit from 
the police, security forces, and even the army. 
Expect them to be violent. Protesters howev-
er found new ways to ensure that their block-
ades were not torn down. Holding each other’s 
hands, grabbing onto each other, and laying 
down flat on the ground. These were just some 
of the ways protesters were able to show not 
only strength and unity, but also their resilience.
88.
YOU CAN GET CAUGHT, 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
Unfortunately, many will be taken in, but there’s 
no need to panic. Protesters have already set up 
accounts to help those put in these situations 
know how to go about them. A network of law-
yers willing to support those who were taken in 
was already formed. And, protesters always had 
your back as many would rally in front of po-
lice stations demonstrating and asking for the 
release of their colleagues and friends.
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OH AND THEY’LL TRY AND 
PUT UP SOME BARRIERS...
89.
Jidar El 3ar or Wall of Shame. A sample of the 
concrete walls set up around certain government 
buildings to try and hold back protesters. 
TAKE THEM DOWN.
90.
Whether it’s barbed wires, concrete structures, 
or reinforced steel fences, there was nothing that 
the protesters couldn’t find their way around. 
Sometimes all it took was some creativity, skill, 
and/or muscle. Surely, these brave acts were 
never met peacefully.
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WILL GET UGLY
Chapter 20
 هبعص ةلحرلما لاه ،اللهو هيإ
Eh Walla, Hal Mar7ale Sa3be
Oh Yeah, This Stage is Hard
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MANY WILL GIVE THEIR 
LIVES FOR THE CAUSE
91.
Perhaps the most serious and tragic of points to 
speak about is the loss of very brave and inspi-
rational figures who gave their lives for such a 
cause. The names written down in the picture are 
some of the revolution’s martyrs who were hailed 
as national heroes. One can only imagine the toll 
their sacrifices must have on their families and 
communities. Nevertheless, these names will 
surely go down in history as the revolution has 
surely honored the fallen for their martyrdom. 
92.
AND SOME LIVES WILL 
NEVER BE THE SAME
The above statement is true for everyone. How-
ever, this is a reminder that there are many 
whose lives will be drastically challenged by 
certain events. Uncalled for police brutality left 
many young men and women hurt and wound-
ed. At some point, rubber bullets were shot at 
protesters’ eyes from a close distance - an inhu-
mane and illegal act - leading many young men 
to permanently losing sight with one eye. This 
sparked an uproar globally that further ques-
tioned the legitimacy of the police forces.
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93.
SOMETIMES THE PEOPLE YOU’RE 
FIGHTING FOR WILL FIGHT YOU
Unfortunately, there will be those 
who will not know what’s best for 
them and they’ll stand in your way.
94.
AND SADLY YOU’LL 
LOSE SOME BATTLES
Not everything will be a victory. This photo is an ex-
ample as protesters raise banners after they failed 
to block a critical parliamentary meeting.
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HOPE
Chapter 21
 يرخلبا ولأفت
Tfe2alo Bil Kheir
Hope For The Good
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REMEMBER WE’RE ALL 
VICTIMS OF THE SAME 
SYSTEM HERE
95.
At some points in the revolution, things got pret-
ty heated up. It might become quite easy to see 
others as your enemies. Especially the armed 
forces deployed by the government against their 
own families and communities. During moments 
like these, it’s important for us to remember that 
we are all victims of the same system. It be-
comes our duty then to recognize that the only 
way forward is together.
YET, LOOK AT HOW 
THIS HAS BROUGHT
ALL OF US TOGETHER
96.
It is truly fascinating how such a small plot of 
land can be home to many communities that 
have a distinct set of beliefs, practices, and ide-
ologies. Such diversity is truly of great value, 
but unfortunately it has been instrumentalized 
to create divisions and conflict that only served a 
handful of people. This revolution came to chal-
lenge and break all the fears and stigmas that 
people had of each other. Never had the Leb-
anese stood together in such unity and indeed 
this shook the many who prospered dividing 
them.
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THERE WILL BE MANY 
SMALL BUT MIGHTY 
BEAUTIFUL VICTORIES
97.
It might look like the revolution hasn’t toppled 
the system nor made everyone’s livelihoods sig-
nificantly better, but it definitely made a lot of 
important advances. Asides from all the changes 
seen in the city and in peoples’ minds and hearts, 
there were quite a few accomplishments that are 
very noteworthy. One of whom is this wave of 
new competent and decent figures rising into 
authority and making great strides. Pictured here 
is a photo of Melhem Khalaf, an independent 
candidate who won the Beirut Bar Association 
elections and has been a prominent figure and 
iconic role model within the revolution. 
AND REALLY NOTHING 
FROM THIS POINT ON 
CAN PUT OUT THIS FIRE
98.
If anything, this point goes out to remind the 
reader of the resilience of the Lebanese people. 
Time after time, and blow after blow, protesters 
were capable of standing back up on their feet 
from some despicable scheme that tried to put 
an end to their endeavors. Just like the phoe-
nix mentioned earlier, they would rise back up 
from their ashes, even more glorious than ever. 
As some tried to burn down the icon of the rev-
olution in a cheap move, protesters replied with: 
fire doesn’t put out fire. 
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99.
THE FUTURE WE ASPIRE 
TO BUILD IS ALREADY 
STARTING TO TAKE 
SHAPE. PRESS ON.
161
CONCLUSION
to be living in poverty to expe-
rience all this. Sometimes our 
subordination - though not so 
evident - comes in the form of 
our aspirations and dreams of 
what cities could be and what 
we could make of them, being 
put down. 
Beirut, and Lebanon as a 
whole, are a vivid example of 
just that. If you’ve ever been or 
seen the beauty of the place, 
its people, and its culture, you’d 
know exactly why everyone is 
so frustrated by the subjuga-
tion and destruction of their 
land by the warlords in power. 
Thousands upon thousands of 
citizens flee the country with 
every passing year searching 
for dignifying livelihoods that 
their own homeland could not 
offer. And, for the ones who 
remain, they have to deal with 
living conditions that should 
David Harvey, a distinguished 
academic and economic ge-
ographer talks about the right 
to the city. He claims that “it is 
more than the individual liberty 
to access urban resources: it is 
a right to change ourselves by 
changing the city.”
I love that our communities are 
symbiotically tied up to cities. 
In one way or another, we are 
shaped by the spaces we en-
counter; and at the same time, 
we also help shape these spac-
es. It is a beautiful relationship 
that over the centuries has 
helped develop wonderful ur-
ban spaces and civilizations. 
Unfortunately, that’s not always 
the case. Plenty of times, our 
rights to the cities are restrict-
ed or even stolen by those 
more powerful and their own 
agendas. We might not have 
be unacceptable in today’s day 
and age. Heartbreaking to say 
the least.
Still there’s hope. If there’s 
one thing that we could take 
from all this, it is that we can’t 
lose hope. It’s at the heart of 
the revolution, the fire that 
sets everything ablaze. There 
were some pretty dark times 
throughout these couple of 
months, but it was hope, love, 
and charity that made this 
revolution happen and grow 
stronger than any challenge it 
confronted.
Now, many will say the Revo-
lution failed or that it wasn’t 
even a revolution in the first 
place. Yes, the Prime Minister 
resigned, but his replacement 
was from the same governing 
class. The political elite are still 
in power and somewhat calling 
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traces of all that remain until 
now, but the tables have been 
turned. Things will never be the 
same. The lives of the people 
in and out of cities in Lebanon 
will never be the same after 
October 17, 2019. 
I sure hope that everything 
we’ve seen and learned so far 
from Lebanon could one day 
inspire others struggling simi-
larly elsewhere. We now know 
that these forms of oppres-
sions are not arbitrary, they’re 
systemic, institutionalized, and 
applied all across the globe 
in different forms. This guide-
book will luckily come in handy 
to folks who seek to take back 
their own cities. Who knows, 
perhaps someone else would 
even feel inspired to share 
some lessons learned from 
their own revolutions or move-
ments as well. I’d sure find it 
the shots. Even now, as I write 
this text amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic we’re witnessing 
how protesters are challenged 
by the quarantine. Even the 
government has taken advan-
tage of the situation to clear 
the streets from protesters 
and their installations. Still, I 
will claim that the Revolution 
is far from over as people are 
still finding the means to pro-
test and revolt.
What many thought would end 
in a couple of days lasted for 
longer than six months. And, 
sure, political and systemic 
changes might not have - yet 
- been achieved, nevertheless, 
people’s lives forever have. The 
Revolution has toppled down 
years of conflict and tension, 
misunderstanding and di-
vide, persecution and hate. Of 
course and unfortunately, some 
amazing if people from Chile, 
Hong Kong, or any other place 
shared their own experiences 
and 99 ways to take back their 
cities.
I know that there’s a lot more 
to say regarding all of this, but 
I guess I’ve said and shown 
enough for now. It’s time to let 
you go and hope that this has 
enkindled something inside of 
you.
Until then, Thawra, Thawra, 
Thawra!
!ةروث ،ةروث ،ةروث
Thawra, Thawra, Thawra!
Revolution, Revolution, Revolution!
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